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At a critical moment in Somalia’s political, security, and humanitarian trajectory, more
than 560 senior leaders, policymakers, scholars, and civil society figures from across the
country convened in Dhusamareb for the 9th Annual Forum for Ideas (AFI 2025). Over
seven days of intensive dialogue, AFI 2025 reflected both the gravity of the challenges
facing the nation and the urgency of collective action.

Convened by the Heritage Institute for Policy Studies (HIPS) and hosted by the government
and people of Galmudug, the forum took place in the state capital from 27 December 2025
to 2 January 2026. AFI 2025 brought together the highest levels of federal and state
leadership, former heads of government, political parties, religious authorities, business
leaders, and civil society representatives, reaffirming the forum’s role as Somalia’s
premier platform for national dialogue, policy reflection, and consensus-building.

The forum was hosted by the President of Galmudug, His Excellency Ahmed Abdi Kariye
(Qoorqoor), and was held at the Galmudug House of Representatives. His Excellency
Mohamed Ibrahim Yusuf, the ambassador to Somalia from our brotherly nation of Djibouti,
also delivered a distinguished and insightful address. Other senior politicians addressing
the forum included:

• The Speaker of the Federal Parliament (Acting President), Sheikh Adan Mohamed Nur

• The Prime Minister of Somalia, Hamza Abdi Barre

• Former President of Somalia Sharif Sheikh Ahmed

• Former Speaker of Parliament Mohamed Mursal Sheikh Abdirahman

• Former Prime Minister Mohamed Hussein Roble

• Former Prime Minister Abdi Farah Shirdoon (Saacid)
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• President of Northeast State, Abdiqadir Ahmed Aw-Ali

• Federal Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs Hassan Macallin Mahmoud

• Federal Minister of Energy and Water Resources Abdullahi Bidhaan Warsame

• State Minister of Prime Minister’s Office Hersi Jama Gani

• Leader of Wadajir Party, MP Abdirahman Abdishakur Warsame

• Vice President of Galmudug, Ali Dahir Eid

• Speaker of the Galmudug Parliament, Dr. Mohamed Nur Galal

• Chairman of the Somali Ulema Council, Sheikh Bashir Ahmed Salad.

The forum collectively acknowledged that Somalia stands at a critical and sensitive
juncture in its national trajectory – one marked by profound challenges but also by the
opportunity for renewed unity and purpose. Participants agreed that these challenges can
only be effectively addressed through national unity and cooperation firmly grounded in
the pursuit of the national interest. In this spirit, participants reaffirmed their collective
commitment to:

• Defending Somalia’s unity and sovereignty;

• Rejecting all forms of foreign interference;

• Resolving internal disputes through dialogue, consensus, and peaceful engagement; and

• Safeguarding the future of the Somali nation for generations to come.

1. Unity and Sovereignty of Somalia

The forum discussed in detail recent reports regarding attempts to recognize Somaliland,
the secessionist entity in northwestern Somalia. Participants strongly condemned these
actions, describing them as illegal, provocative, destabilizing and posing a threat to the
unity and sovereignty of Somalia
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They unanimously reaffirmed that:

• Somalia’s unity and territorial integrity are non-negotiable;

• Any attempt to divide the country will fail; and

• The Somali people, wherever they may be, reject such actions.

The forum strongly condemned the dangerous actions of Israel, which threaten regional
stability and seek to drag Somalia into wider geopolitical confrontations.

The participants recognized the Federal Government of Somalia as the sole legitimate
authority responsible for leading diplomatic efforts to counter these unlawful actions.

The forum commended the Northeast state for standing firm in defense of national unity
and rejecting secession and praised Somalis from the northwestern regions who uphold
national unity and oppose foreign interference.

Participants called upon Somali intellectuals and religious scholars to expose and counter
misinformation and warn against threats to Somalia’s unity, cohesion, and security.

2. War Crimes and Regional Conflicts

The forum expressed deep concern over attempts to involve communities in northwestern
Somalia in conflicts being fueled by foreign forces in the region, particularly those linked
to Israel’s actions. Participants strongly condemned:

• The brutal massacres in Gaza;

• The occupation and seizure of Palestinian land; and

• Plans aimed at the forced displacement of the Palestinian people.

The forum emphasized that forced displacement constitutes a war crime under
international law, and that no Somali individual or community can be coerced or implicated
in such crimes.

A special call was made to communities in the northwest – and all Somalis – to reject any
efforts to involve themselves in actions that contradict their noble Islamic faith and
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cultural values or undermine the conscience, history, unity, and sovereignty of the Somali
people.

3. National Unity and Internal Fragmentation

The forum stressed that Somalia’s current vulnerability stems from:

• Deep-rooted internal divisions;

• Ongoing political disputes and rivalries; and

• A persistent failure to place national interests above individual or factional agendas.

It was also noted that:

• Electoral and constitutional disputes remain unresolved;

• Political polarization has weakened national cohesion; and

• Prolonged internal conflict has enabled unprecedented foreign interference.

The forum called upon the Federal Government of Somalia, the Federal Member States,
the political opposition, and all influential leaders to urgently resolve disputes through
dialogue, consensus and compromise, especially regarding elections and the federal
system. Participants clearly stated that external pressures and foreign interference can
only be effectively confronted through national unity.

4. Security Issues

The forum called on the Federal Government, Federal Member States, and all Somalis to
unite in the fight against terrorism and provide full support to their security forces.

It commended the efforts of the Somali forces in safeguarding national security and the
gallant security campaigns taking place in the member states, particularly Puntland for
their efforts to eradicate the ISIS terrorist group from the Al-Miskaad mountains.

Participants expressed appreciation to Somalia’s international partners for their support
in stabilization and counterterrorism efforts.
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5. Humanitarian Situation and Climate Change

The forum received briefings on the worsening humanitarian situation and recurring
droughts.

Participants discussed the growing impact of climate change on humanitarian conditions
and expressed concern over declining international humanitarian assistance,

They called for urgent national and international mobilization and urged the development
of a long-term national strategy to address recurring droughts, food insecurity, and
climate change impacts. Participants called on the Federal Government, Federal Member
States, the business community, religious scholars, diaspora, and the Somali public to
assist drought-affected populations and urged international partners and humanitarian
agencies to increase support for those affected by drought.

6. Appreciation

After thanking Allah, the Forum expressed gratitude to:

• The government and brotherly people of Djibouti—especially President Ismaïl Omar
Guelleh—who have long demonstrated steadfast commitment to the success of the AFI;

• The government and people of Galmudug, particularly President Ahmed Abdi Kariye
(Qoorqoor), for hosting and facilitating the meeting;

• The Somali business community and international partners for their continued support of
the successful convening of the AFI; and

• HIPS for its outstanding role in advancing Somali thought leadership, policy making, and
dialogue. Participants recognized the Heritage Institute as a national asset and reputable
research center; a trusted civil society institution; and a unifying platform for diverse
Somali perspectives.

The forum concluded with closing remarks by the Somali Prime Minister, His Excellency
Hamza Abdi Barre who reaffirmed the government’s full endorsement of the resolutions
adopted by the forum and underscored its firm commitment to fulfilling its responsibilities
in their implementation.

- END -


